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Newsletter 9th December 2022 

 

Our vision is for all children to believe in themselves and develop a love of lifelong learning as we 

grow together as part of God’s family.  

Message from Mr Carpenter 

Dear Parents 

We are fully into the festive spirit here at Lydiard Millicent. Well done to FOLMS who organised a 

fabulous Christmas Fair last week and thank you to all who supported it. The school was full to the 

brim last Friday afternoon which was lovely to see and even better was the fact that over £2000 was 

raised. The EYFS and KS1 Nativity has also taken place this week. We were all treated to "Everyone 

Loves A baby" where all the children performed beautifully. 



There was some good news this week in regard to the future leadership of the school. Mr Andrew 

Farmer was appointed as Headteacher and will take up his post after the Easter holidays in 2023. It 

will be my role to maintain the improvement course of the school and ensure a smooth handover to 

him in the coming months. Congratulations are also in order to both Mrs dos Santos who was 

appointed as Assistant Headteacher and  Mrs Sharp who was appointed to the substantive post of 

Phase Leaders. Both staff members take up their new posts from January 2023. After a prolonged 

period of uncertainty in leadership things are now falling into place and the schools future is looking 

secure. 

In my nags and moans section can I remind parents not to drive up to school during drop off and pick 

up times. It has also come to my attention that disabled parking bays are regularly being used by non 

disabled badge holders which is causing considerable inconvenience for those who genuinely need 

to park in these bays. 

School staff continue to monitor absences and in particular absences due to Scarlet Fever and Strep 

A infections. Fortunately, as of today, we have had no reported incidents of these infections in our 

school community recently.  

School Christmas dinner is on the 14th December, in previous years parents have sent in Christmas 

Crackers for this day which we were hoping you could do once more please. Our final event of the 

term will be the KS2 Carol Service at the church which begins at 9.30 on the 16th December. Please 

come and join us. 

 

Kind regards 

Neil Carpenter 

Interim Headteacher 

          

GOV.UK  Strep A Update 

 

Department         for Education  

 

  

Scarlet Fever and     Group Strep A Infections 

The Secretary of State for Education, Gillian Keegan, is     closely monitoring the increased cases of 

Group A streptococcus (Strep A)     and scarlet fever. As a Department, we are working closely with 

the UK     Health Security Agency (UKHSA), who are leading on the response. 

UKHSA is reporting an increased number of cases of Group A     streptococcus (Strep A) compared to 

normal at this time of year. There is     no evidence that a new strain is circulating and the increase is 

most     likely related to high amounts of circulating bacteria and social mixing. 



What are scarlet     fever and Strep A? 

Scarlet fever is caused by bacteria called Group A     streptococci (Strep A). The bacteria usually cause 

a mild infection that     can be easily treated with antibiotics. 

In very rare occasions, the bacteria can get into the     bloodstream and cause an illness called 

invasive Group A strep (iGAS). 

What are the     symptoms of Strep A/scarlet fever? 

Strep A infections can cause a range of symptoms that     parents should be aware of, including: 

• Sore throat 

• Headache 

• Fever 

• A fine, pinkish or red body rash with a sandpapery feel 

• On darker skin the rash can be more difficult to detect visually but will have a sandpapery 

feel 

If a child becomes unwell with these symptoms, please advise     parents to contact their GP practice 

or contact NHS 111 (which operates a     24/7 service) to seek advice. 

If a child has scarlet fever, advise they stay at home until     at least 24 hours after the start of 

antibiotic treatment to avoid     spreading the infection to others. 

Encourage parents to trust their own judgement and if their     child seems seriously unwell call 999 

or go to A&E if: 

• a child is having difficulty breathing – you may notice grunting noises or their tummy sucking 

under their ribs 

• there are pauses when a child breathes 

• a child’s skin, tongue or lips are blue 

• a child is floppy and will not wake up or stay awake. 

Managing confirmed     cases 

Early years settings and schools should contact their UKHSA health protection team     if there is an 

outbreak of 2 or more scarlet fever cases within 10 days of     each other and the affected individuals 

have a link, such as being in the     same class or year group. 

Further information for staff on how and when to do this can     be found here: Managing     

outbreaks and incidents – GOV.UK (www.gov.uk) 

If there are confirmed or suspected cases in an education or     childcare setting, there is no reason 

for children to be kept at home if     they are well. 

How to help     prevent Strep A? 

To prevent the spread of Strep A, UKHSA advises children,     young people and staff to implement 

good hand and     respiratory hygiene practices. 

https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nhs.uk%2Fconditions%2Fblue-skin-or-lips-cyanosis%2F&data=05|01|Lisa.Bullock%40ukhsa.gov.uk|f8b99c7ede6a401cd52b08dad7977eac|ee4e14994a354b2ead475f3cf9de8666|0|0|638059342984251144|Unknown|TWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D|3000|||&sdata=%2BOja4tsaVlAXtf5KmRUSfdpjl1xWdLjUr%2BMDagf8UKY%3D&reserved=0
https://www.gov.uk/health-protection-team
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/health-protection-in-schools-and-other-childcare-facilities/managing-outbreaks-and-incidents
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/health-protection-in-schools-and-other-childcare-facilities/managing-outbreaks-and-incidents
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/health-protection-in-schools-and-other-childcare-facilities/preventing-and-controlling-infections#hand-hygiene


For more information visit the UKHSA website     or the Education Hub.      

Resources will be made available in due course on the online resource centre. 

Attendance 

 

Whole school attendance academic year to date is 94%. 

Whole school attendance this week is 88%. 

Well done to Class 2 on achieving  94% attendance!  

Class news 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/ukhsa-update-on-scarlet-fever-and-invasive-group-a-strep
https://educationhub.blog.gov.uk/2022/12/07/strep-a-and-scarlet-fever-what-are-they-and-what-are-the-symptoms-information-for-parents-schools-colleges-and-early-years-providers/
https://campaignresources.phe.gov.uk/resources/


EYFS 

In EYFS this week, we have been continuing to get ready for Christmas by making decorations and 

painting pictures of the characters in the Christmas story. Max the Elf has been getting up to all sort 

of things in the classroom, like wrapping himself up in toilet paper! 

We have been making the most of the sunny weather and have been using our reorganised outside 

area. 

The children took part in the nativity play, Everyone Loves a Baby.  They did a brilliant job of being 

shepherds and sheep and loved being part of the production with KS1. 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 

Class 2 

Class 2 

It was a busy week for Class 2 with our nativity performances, we are so proud of the children for 

their amazing performances, there were some nerves beforehand but they did a fantastic job of 

overcoming them and giving it their all, well done! We also enjoyed Christmas jumper day on 

Thursday.  

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

Class 1 

We are getting very excited in Class 1 as Christmas approaches. We are still writing up our hot 

tasks based on Knuffle Bunny and the children are really enjoying showing off how fantastic their 

writing is. We worked on missing number calculations in maths using cubes and written methods. 

The Nativity has been amazing and excitement levels are very high, particularly when changing 

into our Innkeepers costumes. We're also still exploring the South Pole in our base camp, trying to 

spot any penguins or whales!  

 

 



 

 

 

1 - Everyone Loves a Baby! 

Class 3 

This week in Class 3, the children have been investigating the impact of Roman technology. They 

built a replica aqueduct and attempted to transport water from the classroom tap  to the outside 

city. The water travelled a long way and stopped only a few centimetres from the city. Their designs 

were fantastic and did an excellent job. The Romans would have been proud.  



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

Class 4 

Class 4 have had a lot of excitement this week. They have all worked incredibly hard despite a high 

level of Christmas  buzz. In writing, children have all been writing their own non-chronological 

reports about an animal found in the tundra. They are a fantastic read and I’m very proud of them all. 

In topic, children have been learning about classification keys. We created a class one first about 

animals in the Arctic.  



 

 

 



 

Class 5 

Class 5 

I'm so proud of Class 5 this week! They have been so busy and worked on their Emerald power in 

English this week. We have been focusing on Anne Frank for our text and they have created a 

biography, all about her. They have done so well in maths, immersing themselves into cubed 

numbers and creating cubes to prove their thinking.  They have been practising for their Carol 

Concert, and have made thank you cards for KS1 for their amazing Nativity. 

Class 6 

Class 6 

In Class 6, we have been creating a narrative all about the animation we have been focusing on, 

Smile. They have used all their skills learned so far and created the next chapter, which have been 

brilliant to read so far - I can't wait to see them finished so I can read them all! In maths, we have 

commenced fractions, immersed ourselves in French and delved deeper into science. 

CHURCH LINKS 

Details about All Saints can be found here; 

https://www.allsaints-online.org.uk/  

 

https://www.allsaints-online.org.uk/


Christians believe that Jesus’ birth is a reason to be JOYFUL because it shows that God came  to live 

among his people, to bring them freedom and new life. It is a sign of HOPE. ‘I bring good news of 

great JOY that will  be for all the people.’ Luke 2:10 

Dates for your Diary 

 

Term 2 

Christmas Lunch - Children to bring a Christmas cracker and Christmas jumpers 14.12.22 

KS2 Carol Service  16.12.22 

Last day of Term 2 16.12.22 

 

Term 3  

Children return to school 04.01.23 

 FOLMS Book Wish list opens  TBC 

 Teacher Training Day 03.01.23  

 Academy Council  18.01.23  

Class 1 Perseverance Collective Worship @2.30pm 02.02.23 

FOLMS Night  03.02.23  

Class 4 Topic Collective Worship @ 2.30pm 09.02.23 

FOLMS Family Disco 10.02.23  

Last day of term 3 10.02.23 

 

Term 4  

 Children return to school 20.02.23  

Academy Council 15.03.23  



Class 6 Justice Collective Worship @ 2.30pm 16.03.23 

Comic Relief  18.03.23 

EYFS Topic Collective Worship @2.30 pm 23.03.23 

Wellbeing week w/B 22.03.23  

Easter Service  30.03.23  

Y6 residential W/B 20.03.23  

Ramadan Begins 23.03.23  

FOLMS Easter Event w/b 20.03.23  

FOLMS Break the rules day and last day for children 30.03.23  

TD day 31.03.23  

Contact Us 

 

Lydiard Millicent CE Primary School 

The Butts,  

Lydiard Millicent, 

Swindon,  

SN5 3LR 

01793 770571 

admin@lydiardmillicentceps.org  

tel:01793770571
mailto:admin@lydiardmillicentceps.org


Birthdays 

 

Wishing a very happy birthday to : 

 Donovan in EYFS  

Zachary in Year  6 

Tommy in Year  4 

TD Days 2022-2023 and 2023-2024 

 

TD days for 2022-2023 

1st September 

31st October 

3rd January 

31st March 

24th and 25th July 

 

TD days for 2023-2024 

1st and 4th September 



30th October 

4th and 5th January 

15th April 

Friends of Lydiard Millicent 

 

Come follow us   Facebook: Friends of Lydiard Millicent      Primary School   

Instagram: @Friends_of_LM 
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